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For Gauòéya Vaiñëavas the Çrémad Bhägavatam, or Bhagavat Puräëa, is  amalam puräëam, “the spotless Puraëa”. It is the most essential, comprehensive and powerful revelation of spiritual knowledge. In the Caitanya-caritämåta (2.23.115) we find the statement:

 tabe sanätana saba siddhänta puchilä
bhägavata-siddhänta güòha sakali kahilä  
“Thus Sänatana Gosvämé inquired from Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu about all the conclusive statements concerning devotional service, and the Lord very vividly explained all the confidential meanings of Çrémad-Bhägavatam.”


An equation is here established between saba-siddhänta, spiritual conclusions in general, and bhägavata-siddhänta güòha sakali, the confidential spiritual conclusions of the Bhägavatam. Whatever is found in other scriptures or whatever is intuitively grasped by an enlightened mind, the Çrémad-Bhägavatam explicitly describes. According to the Vaiñëava tradition, the Bhägavatam’s unique status derives from the fact that Lord Kåñëa is the ultimate speaker or author. The same tradition holds that Caitanya Mahäprabhu is Lord Kåñëa Himself, and that in preaching the Çrémad Bhägavatam, Caitanya Mahäprabhu is therefore explaining His own composition. In the same vein Gaudiya Vaiñëavas universally hold Vyäsadeva, compiler of the Vedic literature, including the Bhägavatam, to be a sakty-avesh incarnation of Kåñëa; that is, a living being, or jiva soul, in whom the Lord has directly invested His potency. The Caitanya-caritämåta (2.24.316) describes the authorship of the Bhägavatam:  
Tumi vaktä bhägavatera, tumi jäna artha

tomä vinä anya jänite nähika samartha

“My dear Lord, You are the original speaker of the Bhägavatam. You therefore know its real import. But for You, no one can understand the confidential meaning of the Çrémad Bhägavatam.”

The Lord is not only the speaker of the Bhägavata; in a sense He is nondifferent from the Bhägavat. Thus  CC 2.24.318 declares:

Kåñëa-tulya bhägavata-vibhu, sarväçraya

prati-çloke prati-akñare nänä artha kaya

“Çrémad Bhägavatam is as great as Kåñëa, the Supreme Lord, and shelter of everything. In each and every verse of the Çrémad Bhägavatam and in each and every syllable, there are various meanings.”


It is specifically stated here that two features of the Lord---namely His being almighty, vibhu, and the shelter of everyone and everything, sarväçraya, are to be found in the Bhägavatam as well. The Bhägavatam is almighty and the Bhägavatam gives shelter to all living beings. Gauòéya Vaiñëavas’ understand that all dangers and problems of the material world are a type of illusion that affects only the temporary material body, not the eternal soul. The materially illusioned soul suffers due to forgetting his or her eternal relationship with Kåñëa. The soul has fallen from the spiritual platform and is undergoing the threefold material miseries. Since the Çrémad Bhägavatam has the power to fully arouse our dormant Kåñëa consciousness, thus placing us in our eternal, spiritual position, the Bhägavatam is all powerful (vibhu)and the shelter of everyone (sarväçraya). “Everyone” means there is no material qualification to understand the Bhägavatam but only spiritual qualifications. Indeed it is the Gauòéya Vaiñëavaunderstanding that even animals and plants can benefit from the vibrations of the Bhägavatam, even if they cannot understand its explicit message. The sound itself will purify them and raise them to a higher condition of life. 


In this age of Kali the Bhägavatam stands in for Kåñëa, so to speak. The Caitanya Caritämåta itself in 2.24.320 and 2.24.321 quotes the Çrémad Bhägavatam as follows:

SB 1.1.23:  brühi yogeçvare kåñëe brahmaëye dharma-varmaëi

sväà käñöhäm adhunopete dharma kaà çaraëaà gata

“Since Çré Kåñëa, the Absolute Truth, the master of all mystic powers, has departed for His own abode, please tell us to whom the religious principles have now gone for shelter.”
SB 1.3.43:  kåñëe sva-dhämopagate dharma-jñänädidhi saha

kalau nañöa-dåçäm eña puräëärko ‘dhunodita

“This Bhägavata Puräëa is as brilliant as the sun, and it has arisen just after the departure of Lord Kåñëa to His own abode, accompanied by religion, knowledge, etc. Persons who have lost their vision due to the dense darkness of ignorance in the age of Kali shall get light from this Puräëa.”  

The first verse here is a question from the first chapter of the Bhägavatam which the sages of Naimiñäraëya, headed by Çaunaka Åñé, addressed to the speaker Suta Goswami (as he was known to the GauòéyaVaiñëavas). The second verse answers that question. When the sages asked where dharma had taken shelter now that Lord Kåñëa had gone back to His own abode, the answer followed that the Çrémad Bhägavatam was now the shelter of dharma in this world. The words kalau nañöa-dåçam eña puräëarko ‘dhunodita.imply that the fallen souls of Kali Yuga are blinded not by a loss of their intrinsic spiritual vision but by the lack of knowledge to arouse that spiritual understanding. The Çrémad Bhägavatam is puräëärko, the puräëa sun which has arisen to destroy the darkness of Kali. 


According to the Caitanya Caritämåta, the contents of the Bhägavatam can be classified in three divisions, as stated that CC 2.25.131:

ataeva bhägavate ei ‘tina’ kaya

sambandha-abhidheya-prayojana-maya

“Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu continued, ‘One’s relationship with the Lord, activities and devotional service, and the attainment of the highest goal of life, love of Godhead, are the subject matters of Çrémad Bhägavatam.”

Sambandha, abhidheya, and prayojana; Caitanya Mahäprabhu and His followers hold that these terms designate the three broad categories to which all knowledge of the Bhägavatam may be assigned. Sambandha, relationship, indicates the knowledge by which we recognize and reestablish our lost relationship with the Supreme Lord Kåñëa. Abhidheya indicates the practical means of devotional service by which we begin to act within that relationship gradually advancing to a full understanding of our eternal connection with the Absolute Truth. And prayojana indicates the ultimate goal or perfection in relationship with the Godhead--pure love of Kåñëa. Such pure love immediately places one for all practical purposes in the spiritual world, even if one still operates within a material body in this world. This status is called jivan-mukta. 

According to the Gauòéya Vaiñëava tradition, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu based His teachings on the Bhägavatam, as stated in CC 2.25.266:

çré-bhägavata-tattva-rasa karilä pracäre

Kåñëa-tulya bhägavata, jänäilä saàsäre

“Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has personally preached the transcendental truths and mellows of Çrémad Bhägavatam.  Çrémad Bhägavatam and the Supreme Personality of Godhead are identical, for Çrémad Bhägavatam is the sound incarnation of Çré Kåñëa.”


Similarly CC 1.2.30 quotes a Çrémad Bhägavatam verse addressed to Lord Kåñëa, 10.14.14:

näräyaëas tvaà na hi sarva-dehinäm

ätmäsy adhésäkhila-loka-säkñé
näräyaëo ‘ngaà nara’bhü-jaläyanät

tac cäpi satyaà na tavaiva mäyä
“O Lord of Lords, you are the seer of all creation. You are indeed everyone’s dearest life. Are You not, therefore, my father, Näräyana? Näräyana refers to one whose abode is in the water born from Nara, and that Näräyana is Your plenary portion. All Your plenary portions are transcendental. They are absolute and are not creations of mäyä.”


Here it is understood that Lord Krñëa is not an incarnation of Näräyana, but rather the source of Näräyana. The Caitanya Caritämåta 1.2.59 declares this verse to be bhägavata-sära,the essence of the Bhägavatam. Similar prestige is accorded to such verses as vadanti tat tattva-vidas (SB 1.2.11) and Kåñëas tu bhagavän svayam  (SB 1.3.28).

SB 1.2.11: vadati tat tattva-vidas


        tattvaà yaj jñanam advayam


     brahmeti paramätmeti


        bhagavän iti çabdyate

“Learned transcendentalists who know the Absolute Truth call this nondual substance Brahman, Paramätmä or Bhagavän.”

SB 1.3.28: ete cäàça-kalä puàsa


          Kåñëas tu bhagavän svayam


     indräri-vyäkulaà lokaà

         måòayanti yuge yuge

“All the above-mentioned incarnations are either plenary portions or portions of the plenary portions of the Lord, but Lord Çré Kåñëa is the original Personality of Godhead. All of them appear on planets whenever there is a disturbance created by the atheists. The Lord incarnates to protect the theists.”


In CC 1.2.62, it is said that such statements defeat attempts by the pürva-pakñins to establish that Kåñëa is an expansion of Näräyana. Thus the Bhägavatam is considered to be a unique Puraëa in that it exclusively and beyond all doubt establishes Kåñëa as the original source of all incarnations--in Bengali, the avatari of all avataras.


The Gauòéya Vaiñëavas also frequently invoke the Bhägavatam to give evidence that Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu is Kåñëa Himself, CC 1.3.84:

bhägavata, bhärata-çästra, ägama, puräëa

caitanya-Kåñëa-avatäre prakaöa pramäëa

“Çrémad Bhägavatam, Mahäbhärata, the Puräëas,and other Vedic literatures all give evidence to prove that Lord Çré Kåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu is the incarnation of Kåñëa.”


The Çrémad Bhägavatam is held to be a comprehensive guide to Vaiñëavism. Thus in the CC 1.7.48, it is said:

tänre çikhäilä saba vaiñëavera dharma

bhägavata-ädi çästrera yata güòha marma

“On the basis of scriptures like Çrémad Bhägavatam which reveal these confidential directions, Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu instructed Sanätana Gosvämé regarding all the regular activities of a devotee.” 


The Çrémad Bhägavatam contains “all the regular activities of the devotees.” Çréla Bhaktivedanta Svämé Prabhupäda also said that the Bhägavatam takes up where the Bhagavad-gétä leaves off. One who has read Bhagavad-gétä and who has agreed with Arjuna that one should surrender to Kåñëa, becomes a Vaiñëava. At that point one is ready to begin the study of Çrémad Bhägavatam. 


The Caitanya Caritämåta tells us that the other principal biography of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, the Caitanya-Mangala, or Çré Caitanya Bhägavata, also bases its teachings on the Bhägavatam. Thus in CC 1.8.37:

bhägavate yata bhakti-siddhäntera sära

likhiyächena inhä jäni’ kariyä uddhära

“In Caitanya-mangala Çréla Våndävana Däsa Öhakura has given the conclusion and essence of devotional service by quoting the authoritative statements of Çrémad Bhägavatam .” 

According to the Caitanya Caritämåta, the Bhägavatam also plays another vital role in the process of Kåñëa consciousness or devotional service to Kåñëa; It provides the criteria by which one may evaluate one’s own devotional service and the service of others and thus understand at what spiritual level a particular devotee is operating. The Gauòéya Vaiñëava spersistently claim that devotional service to Kåñëa is not mere sentiment or sectarian understanding but rather an objective science based on spiritual facts and on objective spiritual processes by which one can understand those facts. The role of the Bhägavatam, along with Pañcarätra,in delineating lakñaëa,or the visible signs by which love of Kåñëa can be analyzed, is of great significance. Thus in the CC 2.19.169 we find the statement:

ei ‘ çuddha-bhakti’ - ihä haite ‘premä’ haya 
pañcarätre, bhägavate ei lakñaëakaya

“These activities are called çudda-bhakti, pure devotional service. If one renders such pure devotional service, he develops his original love for Kåñëa in due course of time. In Vedic literature like the Pañcarätras and Çrémad Bhägavatam these symptoms are described.”


So the science of devotional service is tested and measured by reference to the Çrémad Bhägavatam as well as the Pañcarätra. 


We may also mention here that although lists of devotional practices are given in the writings of Caitanya Mahäprabhu’s followers, it is common practice to ascribe to the Çrémad Bhägavatam the special status as one of the five most important devotional practices. Thus in the CC 2.22.128, and 129:

sädhu-sanga, näma-kértana, bhägavata-çravaëa

mathurä-väsa, çré mürtira  çraddhäya sevana
“One should associate with devotees, chant the holy name of the Lord, hear Çrémad Bhägavatam, reside at Mathurä and worship the Deity with faith and veneration. These five limbs of devotional service are the best of all. Even a slight performance of these five awakens love for Kåñëa.”


